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A new component added to AA 2020  
Early Bird extended! 

The Early Bird Deadline has been 
extended to 30 April 2020.  The rea-
son for this is that the AA2020  
printed marketing material was  
delayed and therefore disseminated 
later than intended. So you have an 
extra month to register for the early 
bird rate of R725! 

Welcome to the children! 

A new component to include  
children at the AA Conference will 
be added to the programme of 
AA2020.  Children from the ages of 
4 to 12 years old will be catered for 
in  separate venues.  We only have 
space for 100 children. 

The cost per child for 3 days will be 
as follows: Three lunches and six 
teas = R200. Contribution towards 
workers and resources = R120. Total 
R320 and R35 in total if a bus  
ticket between conference and  
hotels is required. To request a full 
information sheet please contact 
our GtC office via email 
office@growingthechurch.org.za or  
SMS or Wapp Estelle on 072 676 
9437. 

Bookings can be done on our web-
site www.anglicansablaze.org or  
GtC office. For more information 
contact Revd Thabang Bengani 
Email: thabang@stjohns.org.za tel: 
021 797 8968  

JSL Team to join AA2020 

The Anglican Communion world-
wide  is engaged in a “Season of 
Intentional Discipleship and Disciple
-Making”. Together, we are priori-
tizing the call to be shaped by Jesus. 
This call is being spear-headed by 
the “Jesus-Shaped Life” Team (JSL 
Team) -made up of some best think-
ers and animators in the field of  
discipleship, evangelism and holistic 
church growth. We have invited this 
team, headed up by Archbishop 
Moon Hing, to have their annual 
meeting in Johannesburg, and to 
minister at AA2020 before they 
begin. 

DISCIPLESHIP MISSION TO ADDIS ABABA 
[Extracts from the report by  
Bishop Martin Breytenbach] 

For the full report click HERE 

It was a privilege and joy to bring 
Rooted in Jesus (RinJ) to Ethiopia 
for the first time! The local and  
visiting teams agreed that God can 
use RinJ to establish firm founda-
tions and deep roots for disciple-
making in the Anglican Church 
there.  The group of attendees and team leaders at the recent Rooted in Jesus 

Training Course held in Ethiopia.    

Continued on Page 3 

The Coronavirus Pandemic, our State of Disaster and AA 2020. The epidemic is escalating with 

great speed across South Africa. We have started a consultation process and met with Archbishop 

Thabo today. Meetings with our Board, speakers, stakeholders and vendors will follow in quick succes-

sion. We hope to make a more definite announcement very soon. Please pray for our country and the 

world at this time. Bishop Tsietsi Seleoane (Liaison Bishop) and Revd Trevor Pearce (Director). 

Continued on Page 2 
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The Team consisted of: †Martin 
Breytenbach (Team Leader): who 
implemented RinJ in the Diocese of 
St Mark and saw its expansion to 
many parts of that Province. 

†John Hayden: He has vast experi-
ence of life and ministry in Africa, 
involved from the start of RinJ in 
Tanzania, and was part of many RinJ 
training teams. 

Colleen Breytenbach: Connector, 
communicator, catalyst. Very good 
at bringing fun and innovation to 
talks and practical demonstrations. 

Hectorina Tsotetsi (Rector and 
Archdeacon): She has been effective 
in implementing RinJ in her parish 
and as Diocesan Coordinator in the 
Free State. 

The leaders of the Ethiopian Team 
were as follows: 

†Kuan Kim Seng (Bishop of  
Ethiopia): He brings wide experi-
ence of church planting, is a vision-
ary leader, strategic thinker and a 
motivator who expects action.  

†Rajan Vincent (oversees the  
Gambela region): a man of immense  
faith & courage, and pastor to the 
clergy. 

Revd Jeremiah Paul (lecturer, priest 
and administrator): an emerging 
leader, teacher, administrator, gift-
ed in communication & languages 
(including translation), with a quiet 
authority. 

Bishop Kuan Kim Seng is requiring 
the use of RinJ in Confirmation 
preparation, leadership training and 
training for ordination in Ethiopia 

and is planning a follow up session 
with the participants when they 
meet again in June this year. 

This was the annual Clergy Retreat/
Conference, and those attending 
were clergy (about 33 including the 
Bishops and Mrs Kuan) and semi-
nary students.  

Engagement with the Material 

The training team was excited and 
encouraged by the real thirst for the 
Word of God; and the participants’ 
desire to engage with God and grow 
as disciples. It took time for them to 
understand fully how to use the  
material.  

The three workshops (Pastoral Care, 
Leading RinJ and Prayer) were  
enthusiastically attended and the 
participants engaged with us and 
the material actively.  

Challenges and Opportunities 

The Anglican Church in Ethiopia, 
especially Gambela, is very “young” 
in terms of infrastructure, training 
and oversight – until now there has 
been spontaneous growth of the 
Anglican Church, largely through 
migration from South Sudan.  

Many have suffered and live and 
work in difficult and dangerous cir-
cumstan- 
ces.  However, there are plans to 
establish two new Dioceses: one in  
Gambela, and one covering the rest 
of Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa.  

A theological seminary has been  
established in Gambela, and RinJ 
will help greatly in laying solid foun-
dations of faith and practical  
discipleship. 

Colleen comments: “The team had  
enormous fun together, assisting 
where necessary in the practical 
demonstrations. These were enthu-
siastically received and one could 
“see” the penny drop, as the spiritu-
al message pushed home”.  

She also spoke of the undergirding 
power of God to overcome fear, 
anger, hate, and bitterness in the 
wake of losing her husband in an act 
of terrorism in Nairobi in 2013.  

Revd Hectorina told of the break-
through in one Sangoma’s life, who, 
after accepting Jesus as Lord, found 
that her traditional bead necklace 
broke while she was sleeping, on 
two consecutive nights. Her family 
urged her to surrender the fear of 
her ancestors to Jesus, which she 
did and was set free!  

We were aware of much pain and 
injustice being held in people’s 
hearts and the response to a talk on 
God’s Love and the need to forgive 
our enemies, drew many up to the 
front, to the foot of an old wooden 
cross, where they nailed their  
prayers of forgiveness to the wood. 

The practical demonstration which 
the young people enjoyed  
immensely was that of the building 
of a human tower, which demon-
strated how we are built up in the 
body of Christ and will not fall over 
when tough times come.  

The Revd Hectorina Tsotetsi 
thanked the clergy and students for 
their gracious cooperation during 
the training—which made it go well.  

Thanks to all who interceded for us 
during this mission.   

DISCIPLESHIP MISSION TO ADDIS ABABA 

Bishops Kim Seng and Rajan meet to 
plan Diocesan strategy going forward 

The Seminary Students enjoy  
relaxing together 

Colleen leads a demonstration of  
solid foundations 
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ANGLICANS ABLAZE 2020 UPDATE 

The Revd Canon Robert Sihubwa, 
famously called Fr Bob, is an Angli-
can Priest in the Diocese of Lusaka 
in Zambia where he has served for 6 
years at St Peter's Anglican Parish 
(The Centre of Transformation), 
now declared as the fastest growing 
Anglican Parish in the country,  
moving from 200 to over a 1000 
worshippers in 4 years.  

He has been in ordained ministry 
for 10 years and been doing God's 
work the past 25 years. 

Nationally Fr Bob has been instru-
mental in the Prayer Movement in 
Zambia, sparking revivals in the An-
glican Church and beyond.  He hosts 
a radio program on the Christian 
Voice.  

He was requested by the Zambian 
President to serve as Prayer Coordi-
nator on the Board of the National 
House of Prayer that is being con-
structed as a National Altar. He  
further coordinates the Youth and 
Children's Ministry for Anglicans in 
Botswana, Malawi, Zambia and  
Zimbabwe. He further represents 
this group at Anglican Communion 
level worldwide. He is a passionate 
Watchman and mentor of young 
people.  

Fr Bob  holds a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Theology from the University of 
Kwazulu Natal in South Africa, and 
an Honours Degree in Christian 
Leadership from the University of 
South Africa.  

Fr Bob Sihubwa is currently conclud-
ing a Master’s Degree in Child  
Development at Uganda Christian 
University.  He has been married to 
Gerry Nyoni Sihubwa for 17 years. 
She is a passionate intercessor.  
Together they have four God  
fearing children, all of them active 
participants in the Ministry.   

 Fr Bob has been invited to 
speak at AA2020. 

 

Father Bob Sihubwa, Regional  
Representative and Advocate for JSL  

Fastest growing Anglican 
church in Zambia 

OTHER JSL TEAM MEMBERS:   
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We will be featuring some of these 
these speakers in the next few 
weeks and months—beginning with 
Revd Canon Bob Sihubwa of Zambia 
above. 

ARCHBISHOP MOON HING  
Province: South East Asia 

He is the Bishop of West Malaysia 
and former Primate of the Province 
of South East Asia. Archbishop 
Moon Hing is the Chairperson of the 
JSL Team. He is a prolific church 
planter and ‘people raiser’ in minis-
try. He served for over 20 years in 
the rural town of Ipoh, in primarily 
Muslim Malaysia. 

In spite of his context, he was able 
to plant 50 new churches. This gift 
has now been grafted into his whole 
diocese with many new churches 
having been planted.  He loves 
teaching on Intentional Discipleship, 

Church Planting, Raising up, Training 
up and Empowering Leaders, and in 
Compassionate Evangelism. 

BISHOP DR ELEANOR SANDERSON  
Assistant Bishop of Wellington, NZ. 

She led the introduction and devel-
opment of the “3DM Discipleship 
Movement” in New Zealand and  
developed this as a contextually rel-
evant version of the movement 
which is now established nationally 
as the “Good Soil Collective”.  

She has in particular, been instru-
mental in developing the skills of 
the diocese in “Prophetic Disciple-
ship”, and in “The whole family on 
mission” as a ministry.  This ministry 
is about the call to make disciples of 
every nation, which was given to 
people of God and was embedded 
in their culture of family life and the 
passing on of knowledge and behav-
iour from generation to generation. 

REVD CANON MARK OXBROW 
Province of Canterbury   

He is the Director of Guided Study 
Programmes at Oxford Centre for 
Mission Studies (OCMS). He works 
with the Anglican Communion 
Office as a member of the Coordi-
nating Group for Intentional Disci-
pleship, and also helps out with oth-
er projects, especially the facilita-
tion of Intentional Discipleship Con-
sultations around the Communion 
and the editing of resources. 

At OCMS he supports post-graduate 
researchers working on a wide 
range of topics. He also serves as an 
associate parish priest in Oxford.  

Mark’s forte is ‘Whole-Life’ Disciple-
ship, and Discipleship in the Work-
place. Mark is doing exciting work in 
the areas of catechesis and writing 
discipleship materials for JSL. 
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Q: You recently spoke at a  

conference in Atlanta, USA. What 
took you there? 

A: Last year I met Presiding Bishop 
Dr Michael Curry and Revd Canon Dr 
Stephanie Spellers, one of his staff 
responsible for Evangelism in their 
Province. She is also tasked with 
overseeing their “Revival Move-
ment” which seeks to stir up the 
church and promote growth.   

They had heard a good report of 
what God was doing through  
Anglicans Ablaze from Archbishop 
Thabo at the Primates Meeting and 
from Bishop Martin at the “Jesus-
Shaped Life” meeting – the com-
munion’s disciple-making, training 
and resourcing movement. So 
Stephanie invited me to come and 
share about ACSA’s Ablaze. 

Q: What did the conference      

        focus on? 

The theme was “Rooted in Jesus” - 
what it means, and what the  
implications are of being rooted in 
Him?  

Many of the over 100 workshops 
focussed on evangelism, disciple-
ship, spiritual enrichment and holis-
tic mission. Continuing issues of rac-
ism, sexism, classism and poverty 
where tackled, among other things. 
I was also able to spend some of my 
leave in the US and was astonished 
by the huge amount of poverty that 
was still evident in the largest and 
richest economy in the world! 

Q: What impact will being at the  
conference make on you and 
your ministry through GtC in 
the future? 

A: The opening address by Bishop 
Dr William Barber was absolute-
ly stunning. I closed my eyes and 
heard Dr Martin Luther King 
speaking.  I was reminded of 
how Christians need to have one 
foot deeply planted in Gods 
transformative word on the one 
hand and the other in the messi-
ness of society, especially  
standing up for the poor and the 
marginalized. 

Q: Please comment on how your 
US experience could help us 
run AA better or reinforce 
what we are already doing. 

A:  
i) I felt that there were too many 

workshops at the US event 
and I struggled to find the 
“point of the arrow”. We too 
can be tempted to ‘load’ our 
conferences with too much 
activity or information. 

ii) However, the many workshops 
did provide a very holistic  
context.  

iii) I missed the kind of worship 
that we have at AA – a rich 
blend of the breadth of ACSA 
which draws in young and old.  

iv)  I loved their worship at their 
closing Eucharist however –  
alternating between a fabu-
lous organ and a “Christian 
jazz band” that got us all tap-
ping our feet and clapping our 
hands at times.  

 

Thank you! Dankie!  Enkosi!  Siyabulela! 
THANK YOU to all our donors who support us by prayer and donations.   If you wish to pledge via Debit Order, 
we need a signed GtC Response Form authorising us to load your details as a debit  
order contributor. Please contact Estelle Adams at office@growingthechurch.org.za or 021-763 1315 to ask for a 
form.    

Ablaze Conference, Atlanta USA 

- By Revd Dr Paul Siaki 

  GtC Board Member & Diocesan Coordinator  

The Diocese of Johannesburg enjoyed hosting a Rooted in 
Jesus training recently. “Everything went great! It was a 
good turnout of about 34 people representing 6 parishes 
who came to be trained. It was well received and the partic-
ipants reveled in being able to do hands on work in leading 
small groups and in making biblical lessons come alive.  

“The sketches were the biggest hit! Every group was very 
creative in presenting their sketch of the Parable of the 
Sower. We expect to be doing much more training in the 
near future”!   

RinJ sketches a big hit in Johannesburg Diocese 

 The Revd Trevor Pearce   -  Interviewed by Estelle Adams 
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